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Site investigations

Considerable effort has been carried out to determine the most suitable site for surface facilities, evaluating 
how they will operate from a mining perspective, how they will be viewed by the local community and what 
impacts will be likely.  

Environmental investigations begin Field studies including Flooding, Ecology, Archaeology, Air Quality and Noise have already begun.

Community consultation begins 
(ongoing) 

Nine Community Newsletters have been distributed to date and the www.wallarah.com.au website 
continues to be updated.  The Community Liaison Committee holds regular meetings and the minutes are 
available on the website.

Development of mine plan concepts
The mine plan continues to be updated and revised as new data becomes available to ensure that the coal 
can be extracted safely and economically with minimal and acceptable levels of impact on the 
environment and community.

Planning Focus A Planning Focus Meeting was held on the 3rd May 2006. Constructive input was received from various 
government departments.

Lodgement of Project Application
and Preliminary Assessment Report

The Preliminary Assessment Report (PAR) has been finalised and submitted with a Project Application to 
Department of Planning in early November 2006.  This step simply enables the Department to issue the 
Director General’s requirements for the future Environmental Assessment Report. The PAR will be made 
publicly available on both the DOP and W2CP websites.

The Part 3A approval is the most significant approval 
required for the Project. If this approval is obtained, it is 
expected that all other statutory approvals necessary for the 
Project will be able to be procured.

The Wallarah 2 Coal Project falls under Schedule 1 of State 
Environmental Planning Policy (Major Projects) 2005. As such, 
if the Minister for Planning is also satisfied that it meets this 
definition, it will be a project to which Part 3A of the 
Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979 applies.

 Minister for Planning determines 
whether approval is to be granted

Environmental Assessment Requirements
(Director-General’s requirements)

Director-General’s Requirements will be received following lodgement of the Project Application and PAR. 
These DGR’s will be important in determining what information will be included in the EA document and 
the level of assessment necessary. DGR’s will be made publicly available on the DOP website.  

Ongoing planning for project Further refinement of the project is likely to occur as the results of environmental studies become available.  

Ongoing community consultation Additional newsletters will be distributed to keep the community up to date with the progress of the W2CP.  
The Community Liaison Committee will continue to meet on a regular basis.  The www.wallarah.com.au 
website will maintain up to date information on the project. Future community information sessions will be 
held at key milestone stages of the project. Input from the community will be welcomed at any stage.  

Public exhibition of Environmental 
Assessment report (EA) & submissions invited

On completion of all environmental studies and finalisation of the project design, the EA report will be 
submitted to the DOP and placed on public display from comment.

Assessment of Application 
and EA & submissions

The DOP and other key departments will review and analyse the project, its impact management 
proposals and the submissions.  This process may include an Independent Hearing and Assessment Panel 
of experts to assess key issues.
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