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 SUSPENSION CONCEPTS APPRENTICESHIP DRIVES ROBERT’S FUTURE 
 

Central Coast resident, Robert Ryan is thrilled to be undertaking a mechanical apprenticeship 
at Suspension Concepts at North Wyong, made possible with the assistance of Wallarah 2 Coal 
Project and Central Coast Group Training.   
 
Robert was always destined to work with his hands, 
dismantling Tamagotchis, lawnmowers and everything 
in between during his youth.  He is enjoying his new 
position at Suspension Concepts,  who are housed in a 
very impressive Central Coast Group Training complex 
built with Federal Government funding as a training 
centre to help school leavers gain employment.  
Suspension Concepts owner, Greg Nolan says they 
manufacture and install performance suspension into all 
kinds of motor vehicles but work primarily on race cars 
and also export custom made parts to England and New 
Zealand. Many of his clientele are mining people from 
the Hunter Valley.  Greg also mentors an Undergraduate 
Mechanical Engineering student from Newcastle 
University who is undertaking a Diploma in Motor Sports 
III one day per week in his workshop. 
 
Robert’s apprenticeship has been made possible through a Memorandum of Understanding 
between Central Coast Group Training and the Wallarah 2 Coal Project who continue to provide 
funding and support to apprentices seeking placement in the electrical, automotive and 
engineering trades. 
 
After leaving McKillop College at Warnervale, Robert started a Bachelor of Engineering 
(Mechanical) Degree at Newcastle University but soon realised the extensive theory wasn’t for 
him and he wanted to pursue a more hands-on career.  He is thoroughly enjoying his first few 
months at Suspension Concepts. 
 
Partnering with businesses in the Wyong Shire area, Central Coast Group Training has 
organised the placement of two new school-based apprentices and three new full time 
apprentices in 2017 under the agreement with Wallarah 2. 
 

 
Apprentice Robert Ryan, Peter Smith from Wallarah 2 Coal Project  

and Greg Nolan, Suspension Concepts 
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