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Preliminary assessment to PAC recommends approval 

The NSW Department of Planning and 
Infrastructure recently handed its preliminary 
assessment of the Wallarah 2 Coal Project to 
the independent Planning Assessment 
Commission (PAC). This followed a request in 
January from the Minister that the independent 
PAC review the merits of the Project as a 
whole.

The PAC will now consider submissions from 
the community and hold a public hearing to 
ensure the community continues to have a say 
on the Project. 
 
Planning and Infrastructure Executive Director 
Chris Wilson said the department’s 
comprehensive assessment of the project, 
supported by independent studies, was that 
there were no environmental or amenity 
reasons that prevent the project proceeding 
subject to strict conditions, particularly around 
the protection of the area’s water resources. 

“A range of considerations were taken into 
account when finalising the assessment, 
including impacts on water, the environment, 
amenity and the local and State economy.” 

In a press release issued on 18 February 2014 
by the NSW Department of Planning and 
Infrastructure, Mr Wilson went on to say:

“After careful consideration of 
all potential environmental, 
social and economic impacts 
the department is satisfied 
that the economic benefits of 
the mine can be realised 
without significant adverse 
impacts.”

“The Wallarah 2 project would generate a 
significant number of employment 
opportunities in the local region, including 300 
direct jobs and an estimated 500 flow-on jobs 
in related industries,” Mr Wilson said. 

“It would also have direct economic benefits to 
the State, including an estimated $134 million 
in taxes and $207 million in mining royalties.”

Story continues on page 2

The Wallarah 2 Coal Project has a long term 
commitment to the Central Coast.

WE’RE HERE FOR THE LONG HAUL
 

The Wallarah 2 Coal Project will:
 
· Invest in local jobs and skills.

· Drive more than $600 million into the regional economy every 
year, benefitting the Central Coast community. 

· Allocate up to $60,000 annually to fund projects which aim to 
assist or benefit the Wyong LGA via our Community Foundation. 

We’re planning to build an underground mine that will operate 
for at least 28 years and employ hundreds of local workers. 
To turn this into reality requires serious investment - and a long 
term commitment.

www.wallarah.com.au



In relation to water concerns the department 
found: 

• The project would be in accordance with the 
NSW Aquifer Interference Policy and have 
minimal impact on underground water tables 

• The project would not adversely affect the 
region’s water supply 

• All water taken by the project could be licensed 
under appropriate water legislation 

• There would be no significant subsidence 
impacts on the region’s water infrastructure or 
major watercourses 

• Any discharges from above-ground facilities 
would be limited under any environmental 
protection licence and could be adequately 
controlled. 

Preliminary assessment to PAC recommends approval 

Recommended consent conditions have been 
developed in consultation with the NSW 
Office of Water and a range of other state and 
federal agencies, and include: 

• Performance measures requiring the mine to 
have negligible or minor impacts on all major 
streams, creeks and rivers 

• Development of an extensive ground - and 
surface - water monitoring network 

• A requirement for the mine’s Extraction Plan to 
be developed in consultation with the NSW 
Office of Water, the Environment Protection 
Authority, the Office of Environment and 
Heritage and Fisheries NSW 

• Noise and air quality performance criteria. 

What’s next? The PAC assessment process

The PAC assessment process:

Department of Planning and Infrastructure assesses the project and prepares assessment report

Independent Planning Assessment Commission (PAC) conducts public hearings and 
conducts its own review of the project

PAC completes its review and reports its �ndings to the Department of Planning and 
Infrastructure, enabling the department to �nalise its assessment

PAC makes �nal determination on project, using its own review, 
public input and the department’s assessment report

Commonwealth will review the PAC’s �nal determination to ensure project complies with 
the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act

Where we are in the planning process



Community Reference Group gain insight into 
the mining industry

At the end of last year, Wallarah hosted a 
number of Community Reference Group 
members to a visit to the Mines Rescue 
Service.

The visit saw the group take a tour of an 
underground mine, gain insights into mine 
rescues as well as the training, skills and high 
standards practiced in mines. 

The trip also included a visit to the Virtual 
Reality facility. The Mines Rescue Service has 
developed the most advanced real world 
Virtual Reality (VR) facilities using state of the 
art VR platforms - comprising of domes, a 
curved screen and a 360-degree 3D theatre - 
which recreates accurate and realistic virtual 
environments. 

Most commonly used to deliver the high quality 
training and response scenarios, where a 
trainee’s response to the situation affects 
outcome, the VR technology provided the 
Community Reference Group with the 
opportunity to view simulations to increase 
their understanding of underground mining 
operations.

Protection of water resources

Wallarah 2 continues undertaking research 
and studies in line with its ongoing 
commitment to environmental sustainability. 
Most recently, this has included expanding its 
groundwater monitoring network.



www.wallarah.com.au

Wallarah 2 supports Sculpture on the Greens in taking a 
new direction in 2014

Local Central Coast sculptor, Col Henry, is 
driving the vision and new direction of 
Sculpture on the Greens in 2014 - running a 
mentor program and launching a Primary 
School awareness scheme in the Wyong LGA 
to promote art and culture. 

The two programs, The Wallarah 2 
Community Foundation Mentorship Program 
and The Wallarah 2 Community Foundation 
Schools Program, were funded by the 
Wallarah 2 Coal Project’s 2013 Community 
Foundation and will focus on fostering the arts 
and artists, across the Shire. 

Col Henry, Director - Sculpture on the Greens, 
heads the not-for-profit incorporated 
association, alongside Treasurer Krystyne 
Henry with the goal of putting a greater focus 
on the arts and most importantly, the artists 
who make the show. 

Col said, “We want to put the Central Coast 
on the map, bringing world-class art to the 

Protection of water resources

region in a sustainable way; supporting artists, 
developing talent and creating a platform for 
cultivating the arts. 

“We started out with not even a dollar in the 
pot to drive this project, which has meant we 
have had to grow it organically, calling on the 
support of local business to share in our vision 
and help us bring it to fruition. 

“The support of Wallarah 2’s Community 
Foundation has allowed us to run two 
important programs to ensure we continue to 
raise the calibre of this event and encourage 
community participation. 

“The Mentorship Program has allowed us to 
fund and support an emerging local artist, 
providing sculpture classes and assisting in 
the development, design and planned 
installation of a sculpture, to be unveiled at 
Sculpture on the Greens in April.” 

The Schools Program will see Col visit five 
local primary schools this year to run 
workshops with Year Five and Year Six 
students, sharing his secrets to developing 
strong drawing skills. 

Local primary schools are currently scheduling 
times for attendance at their schools to create 
drawings to be put on show in the foyer of the 
Wyong Council Chamber during the event.

Peter Smith, Wallarah 2 Environment and 
Community Manager, said, “Sculpture on the 
Greens has put arts and culture on the events 
calendar in Wyong for close to 40 years. 

“This year’s new-look Sculpture on the Greens 
is set to build on this foundation to deliver a 
bigger and better event attracting talented and 
diverse artists to our area.” 

Sculpture on the Greens 
Where: Kooindah Waters Golf and Spa Resort 
Kooindah Boulevard, Wyong 
When: 4 April until 25 May 2014 
Entry to the exhibition is free
More info: www.sculptureonthegreens.net.au 



2014 Community Foundation Applications Now Open

Wyong Public School promotes Nude Food and Water

In an effort to reduce waste and promote 
environmental sustainability among students, 
Wyong Public School launched a Nude Food 
and Water program in 2013, funded in part by a 
grant from Wallarah 2 Coal Project’s Community 
Foundation. 

The Nude Food and Water program will form part 
of a three-year plan to reduce waste at the 
school to less than five-cubic metres per week, 
while encouraging students and parents to pack 
nutritious, fresh-food lunches that eliminate 
unnecessary wrapping. 

By going ‘Nude’ Wyong Public School has 
provided all children with a Nude Food friendly 
lunch box and drink bottle and installed special 
water bottle re-fill stations, to decrease the need 
to use throwaway water bottles.

Peter Smith, Environment and Community 
Manager, Wallarah 2 said, “We all have to do our 
bit to make a difference and we are pleased to 
be able to help and support Wyong Public 
School in its vision to implement a Nude Food 
and Water program.”

The 2013 Wallarah 2 Community Foundation 
grant process saw nine grants presented to 
support organisations that benefit the Wyong 
LGA. 

We are excited to announce that applications for 
the 2014 Wallarah 2 Community Foundation are 
open from 26 February until 17 March 2014. The 
Wallarah 2 Community Foundation is a funding 
initiative that highlights the organisation’s 
commitment to supporting the community 
through the funding of worthwhile programs and 
initiatives. 

During 2014, up to $60,000 will be made 
available for grants for individual projects or 
initiatives that will benefit the environment, 
community wellbeing and education outcomes 
within the Wyong LGA. Individual grants will be 
allocated up to $10,000. 

Please visit www.wallarah.com.au for more 
information including the downloadable 
application and funding critera.



Our sponsored apprentices

In 2013, Wallarah 2 sponsored four apprentices in trades with the help of Central Coast Group 
Training. Throughout the year, Peter Smith took time out to catch up with each of the apprentices 
including James Atkins, who commenced his apprenticeship with TE Connectivity early in 2013.

James Atkins, TE Connectivity

TE Connectivity is the world’s largest 
provider of connectivity solutions. The 
organisation offers its clients a worldwide 
supply chain and logistical support — with a 
truly local presence, like the one right here 
on the Central Coast.

James Atkins took on an apprenticeship 
role, under the Memorandum of 
Understanding Wallarah entered into with 
Central Coast Group Training. The 
apprenticeship has seen him work under the 
supervision of his manager Alec 
McCormack in the production of Utelux 
Custom Connections.

Alec McCormack said, “It is wonderful to 
see how well James has adapted and how 
much he has learnt in the time he has been 
here. James walked in having only ever 
worked with wood, now he has learnt how to 
work with metal and use complex and 
state-of-the-art equipment worth $100,000 

Our offices are at 25 Bryant Drive Tuggerah 
and you are most welcome to visit. Please 
note that it is advisable to telephone first to 
ensure the person who can best help is 
available.

Contact Us

The Wallarah 2 team is also available on the 
phone 02 4352 7500 or via email
info@wallarah.com.au, whichever is more 
convenient.  
See our website at www.wallarah.com.au

and more. The most rewarding thing is seeing 
just how well James has adapted to the new 
challenges, taking a real interest in learning.”

James, who is finishing high school alongside 
the apprenticeship said, “I am really enjoying 
my time at TE Connectivity, I am working on 
really interesting jobs and have had the 
opportunity to be hands-on... and despite the 
strong learning curve I am pleased to report I 
haven’t broken anything yet!

“I’ve also been lucky to have a great team 
here supporting me in my learning, including 
Justin who is a third year apprentice who has 
been able to share his knowledge.”

Alec, who undertakes eight weekly reviews 
with James and Central Coast Group Training 
to monitor James’ progress, said it has been a 
great opportunity for both TE Connectivity and 
James taking part in the apprenticeship 
scheme with Wallarah 2.

“James has a wonderful work ethic and is 
diligent in making safety a priority; something I 
hope will benefit him both at work and in his 
personal life.”


