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 COASTAL TRANSPORT TAKES ON NEW APPRENTICE NATHAN JOHNSTONE 

 
Nathan is well on his way to earning a Certificate III in Heavy Commercial Vehicle Mechanical 
Technology where he’ll learn to repair, maintain, replace parts and become a trade qualified 
heavy diesel mechanic at Coastal Transport.    

The need for highly skilled heavy vehicle mechanics who can work with emerging 
technologies is at an all-time high. As of 2018 employers were only able to fill 30% of their 
advertised job vacancies. Identified as a skills shortage sector, qualified automotive heavy 
vehicle mechanics will continue to have strong employment opportunities well into the future, 
as new technologies arise and become standard vehicle equipment. 

Nathan was no stranger to trucks when he started working at Coastal Transport 12 months 
ago.  His Dad is a truck driver and having some general knowledge, Nathan hit the ground 
running from day one.  He currently services and repairs Volvos and Freightliners and 
eventually, the new Mercedes-Benz vehicles. He will attend Kurri Kurri TAFE in one week 
blocks and will train under the two senior mechanics at the Warnervale facility. 

Peter Smith from Wallarah 2 Coal Project had the pleasure of meeting Nathan in the Coastal 
Transport workshop.  Coastal Transport’s NSW Transport Manager, Kyle Elphinstone gave 
us a tour of the Warnervale facility which sees 40 trucks and 106 trailers pass through the 
gates on a daily basis. Pre-cast bridge parts and panels for high rise buildings are their main 
cargo.  The servicing and repair of all these vehicles keep the two mechanics and apprentice 
Nathan very busy.   

Coastal Transport also have a depot in Sydney 
which sees the mechanics travelling south 
regularly for vehicle maintenance. 

“It is such a pleasure to support such an 
enthusiastic young man like Nathan and we 
congratulate Coastal Transport for joining with 
us along with Central Coast Group Training 
(CCGT)”, added Peter. 
 
This combined assistance ensures an 
encouraging future ahead for Nathan and 
Coastal Transport. 
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Environment & Community Manager 
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1st Year Apprentice, Nathan Johnstone 
from Coastal Transport, Warnervale 


