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 RYAN THOMPSON TURNS HIS HAND TO MECHANICAL ENGINEERING 

 
Stella Engineering is a precision Computer Numerical Control (CNC) workshop at Berkeley 
Vale and newcomer Ryan Thompson is one of three apprentices currently in their employ.  
Ryan is undertaking a Cert III in Engineering – Mechanical Trade and will commence TAFE 
at Ultimo Campus mid year for one day a week. 

This nationally recognised course is a pathway to becoming a fitting machinist, fitter and 
turner or CNC machinist. This will enable Ryan to increasingly contribute to the Stella 
Engineering Group as he develops skills in traditional and emerging technologies used for in-
demand industries like mechanical engineering, oil and gas drilling, Defence Force 
construction and power generation.  The manufacturing and engineering industry employs 
around 590,000 workers in Australia and contributes $74 billion in gross value to our 
economy. 

Ryan Thompson grew up with his parents managing holiday parks and they once managed 
a mine camp.  This is where Ryan was first exposed to Engineers and is now following this 
path himself. 

Peter Smith from Wallarah 2 Coal Project had the pleasure of meeting Ryan in Stella 
Engineering’s state of the art workshop.  Operations and Production Manager, Ryan Retton-
Howe, gave us a tour of the facility which very impressively houses about a dozen CNC 
machines.  These machines and their talented operators turn out precision components for a 
diverse range of clients including the mining sector, electronics, defence, energy and medical 
instrument suppliers using all kinds of metals and plastics too.  

“It is such a pleasure to support another local business and an enthusiastic local young man 
like Ryan and we congratulate Stella Engineering for joining with us and Central Coast Group 
Training (CCGT)”, added Peter. 
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Environment & Community Manager 
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L-R: Melanie Lymbery CCGT, Ryan Retton-Howe Stella Engineering’s Operations & 
Production Manager, Peter Smith Wallarah 2, Ryan Thompson 1st Year Apprentice  


